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Production History:
Hairspray was originally a 1988 comedic film directed by John Waters. 
The film starred Ricki Lake, Sonny Bono, Debbie Harry, and Divine.  
Hairspray was only a moderate success upon its initial theatrical 
release, earning a modest gross of $8 million. However, it managed to 
attract a larger audience on home video in the early 1990s and became 
a cult classic.  Most critics praised the film, although some were 
displeased with how campy the film was.

The musical's original Broadway production opened on August 15, 
2002 and won eight Tony Awards out of thirteen nominations:  Best 
Musical, Best Book for a Musical, Best Score, Leading Actor, Leading 
Actress, Featured Actor, Costumes, and Directing.  It ran for over 2,500 
performances and closed on January 4, 2009.  Hairspray has also had 
U.S. national tours, a London West End production and numerous 
foreign productions.  

1962 Facts:
World - Cuban Missile Crisis - USSR to build missile bases in Cuba; Kennedy orders Cuban blockade, 
lifts blockade after Russia backs down (Aug.-Nov.).
Pope John XXIII open Second Vatican council.  Its announced purpose was spiritual renewal of the 
church and reconsideration of the position of the church in the modern world. 

Technology and Advances - The first transatlantic television transmission occurs, making worldwide 
television and cable networks a reality. 
John Glenn is the first person to orbit Earth. 
Mariner II, the first interplanetary probe, reaches Venus
The first industrial robot is introduced.

U.S.A. Statistics - President:  J. F. Kennedy
Vice-President:  L. B. Johnson  
Unemployment:  6.7%
Cost of a stamp:  $.04
Cost of a new house:  $12,500
Average yearly income:  $5,556
Cost of a new car:  $3,125
Cost for a dozen eggs:  $.32
Price of gas per gallon:  $.28
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Pop Culture - Marilyn Monroe dies of a drug overdose at age 36. 
Johnny Carson begins hosting The Tonight Show.
Popular films:  Lawrence of Arabia, To Kill a Mockingbird, The Manchurian Candidate, Divorce-
Italian Style 
Oscar Winner for Best Film:  West Side Story   
Record of the Year:  “Moon River” by Henry Mancini
Album of the Year:  “Judy at Carnegie Hall” by Judy Garland
Andy Warhol's famous painting of a can of soup 

Popular Singers:  The Beatles, Bob Dylan, Chubby Checker, Franki Valli & The Four Seasons, Neil 
Sedaka, Roy Orbison, Shirley Bassey

The African-American Civil Rights Movement:  (1955-1968) refers to the movements in the 
United States aimed at outlawing racial discrimination against African Americans and restoring voting 
rights in Southern states.  During this period, acts of nonviolent protest produced crisis situations 
between activists and government authorities which highlighted the inequities faced by African 
Americans. Forms of protest included boycotts, sit-ins, marches, and a wide range of other nonviolent 
activities.  

Hairspray takes place at the height of the movement, set just two years before the passage of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, which banned discrimination based on "race, color, religion, or national origin" in 
employment practices and public accommodations.  Several other acts were passed in the subsequent 
years securing voting, immigration, and housing rights.     

Schools in Baltimore weren't integrated until 1956, meaning all of the adults in Hairspray went to 
segregated schools.  

Cold War:  The Cold War began after WWII. The main enemies were the democratic United States 
and the communist Soviet Union. The Cold war got its name because both sides were reluctant to fight 
each other directly. So, instead, they fought each other indirectly. They also used words as weapons. 
They threatened and denounced each other. Or they tried to make each other look foolish. 

The Cold War was the major force in world politics for most of the second half of the twentieth century. 
Historians disagree about how long the Cold War lasted. A few believe it ended when the United States 
and the Soviet Union improved relations during the nineteen-sixties and early nineteen-seventies. 
Others believe it ended when the Berlin Wall was torn down in 1989, or when the Soviet Union 
collapsed in late 1991. 

The United States and the Soviet Union were the only two superpowers following the Second World 
War. The fact that, by the 1950s, each possessed nuclear weapons and the means of delivering such 
weapons on their enemies, added a dangerous aspect to the Cold War. 

In Hairspray, Velma is fond of insulting people by calling them names, like “Commie” and “Pinko”, 
that accuse them of being communists.  



Script References
Page 1
Baltimore:  is the largest city and cultural center of Maryland. The city is located in central Maryland 
along the tidal portion of the Patapsco River, an arm of the Chesapeake Bay.  Founded in 1729, 
Baltimore is a major U.S. Seaport, and its Inner Harbor was once the second leading port of entry for 
immigrants to the United States and a major manufacturing center.

Page 4
The Corny Collins Show:  is based on an actual program, The Buddy Deane Show.  It was a teen 

dance show that aired in Baltimore from 1957 until 1964. The 
show was taken off the air because the station was unable to 
integrate black and white dancers.  Its host was Winston 
"Buddy" Deane.  For a time, it was the most popular local 
show in the U.S.  It aired for two and a half hours a day, six 
days a week.

The core group of teenagers who appeared on the show every 
day were known as the "Committee." These kids developed a 
huge following of fans in Baltimore who emulated their dance 
moves, followed their life stories, and copied their look. 
Several marriages resulted from liaisons between Committee 

Members.  The Deane program set aside every other Friday when the show featured only black 
teenagers (the rest of the time, the show's participants were all white).

Awesome clips from The Buddy Dean Show:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iT_QNC6o24E

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1Hd8ps9YqQ&feature=related

Page 8
The Stricken Chicken:  an actual dance of the 60's.  You bend your arms so that both elbows stick out 
at a 90-degree angle.  Then flap your arms like wings while squeezing your knees together and strutting 
around.  

Elvis:  A cultural icon, he is often referred to as the "King of Rock and Roll" or simply "the King".  He 
began his career in 1954 at Sun Records in Memphis where he was eager to bring the 
sound of African American music to a wider audience.  Presley's first single, 
"Heartbreak Hotel", released in 1956, was a number one hit.  In 1956, he made his 
film debut in Love me Tender.  In 1958 Elvis, was inducted to the U.S. Army and was 
honorably discharged in 1960 at which time he continued to focus on his movie 
career.  By 1962 he had already produced 16 albums, had 89 singles, filmed 11 
movies, and become wildly famous as a musician, actor, and sex symbol.          

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iT_QNC6o24E


“Detroit Sound”:  This refers to Motown records founded by Berry Gordy Jr. in Detroit, MI in 1960. 
Motown played an important role in the racial integration of popular music, as it was the first record 
label owned by an African American to primarily feature African-American artists who achieved 
crossover success. In the 1960s, Motown and its soul-based subsidiaries were the most successful 
proponents of what came to be known as The Motown Sound, a style of soul music with a distinct pop 
influence.

Connie Francis:  is an American pop singer, and the top-charting female vocalist of the 1950s and 
1960s. She is best known for her downbeat ballads delivered in her trademark 
sobbing, emotive style. In addition to her signature song, Who's Sorry Now?, 
her many hits include Lipstick on Your Collar, Where the Boy Are and Stupid 
Cupid.  She topped the Billboard Hot 100 singles chart on three occasions. 
She also was known for her early relationship with the singer and teen heart-
throb Bobby Darin.  

Page 9
Gidget:  is a 1959 feature film starring Sandra Dee in a story about a teenager's initiation into the 

California surf culture romance with a young surfer.  The screenplay was based 
upon the 1957 novel Gidget, the Little Girl with Big Ideas.  Gidget was the 
precursor to the “beach party film” genre and was followed by two sequel films, 
various television series, and several made-for-tv movies.  

Page 11
Jezebel:  The name Jezebel has come to be used as a general name for evil women. In Christian 
tradition, a comparison to Jezebel suggests that a person is a pagan masquerading as a servant of God, 
who by manipulation and/or seduction misleads the saints of God into sins of idolatry and sexual 
immorality, sending them to hell.  In particular, Jezebel has come to be associated with promiscuity.  In 
modern usage, the name of Jezebel is sometimes used as a synonym for sexually promiscuous and 
sometimes controlling women.  



Jackie B. Kennedy: was the wife of the 35th President, John Fitzgerald Kennedy, from 1961 until his 
assassination in 1963.  During her husband's presidency, she became a 
symbol of fashion for women all over the world.  Her clean suits, 
sleeveless A-line dresses and famous pillbox hats were an overnight 
success around the world and became known as the "Jackie" look. She 
wore ensembles by French fashion legends such as Chanel, Givenchy, 
and Dior.  More than any other First Lady her style was copied by 
commercial manufacturers and a large segment of young women.  

“rats her hair”:  A popular technique in the 60's, it refers to teasing your hair for added volume.

Hair-hopper:  one who favors a tall hair style kept in place with hairspray. 

Page 15
“But now I'm just like Gidget and I gotta get to Rome”:  Gidget goes to Rome was another Gidget 
movie released in 1963 starring Cindy Carol.  This reference is an anachronism as the play takes place 
in 1962. 

Page 17
Skags:  An unattractive girl. Similar to “skank” but without the promiscuous connotation. 

Page 18
Rock Hudson:  was an American film and television actor, recognized as a romantic leading man 

during the 1950s and 1960s, most notably in several romantic comedies with 
his most famous co-star, Doris Day.  Hudson was voted "Star of the Year", 
"Favorite Leading Man", and similar titles by numerous movie magazines. 
The actor was unquestionably one of the most popular and well-known 
movie stars of the time. He completed nearly 70 motion pictures and starred 
in several television productions during a career that spanned over four 
decades.  

 



Page 21
Patterson Park High:  Patterson Park is a neighborhood in Southeast Baltimore.  It is a heavily 
industrialized section of the city, home to several very enjoyable Polish, Irish, and Greek ethnic 
enclaves.  Patterson Park High is a real school.  

Page 22
45's:  Vinyl records that play at 45 RPM, usually with one song on each side.    

Shirley Temple:  born April 23, 1928, is a former American film and television actress, 
autobiographer, and public servant. She began her screen career in 1932 at the 
age of three, and, in 1934, skyrocketed to super-stardom in Bright Eyes, a 
feature film designed specifically for her talents. She received a special 
Academy Award in 1935.  Licensed merchandise that capitalized on her 
wholesome image included dolls, dishes, and clothing. Temple's box office 
popularity waned as she reached adolescence and she left the film industry at 
the age of twelve to attend high school. She appeared in a few films of 
varying quality in her mid to late teens, and retired completely from films in 
1950 at the age of twenty-one. She was the top box-office draw four years in a 
row (1935–1938).  

Aida:  is an opera by Verdi.   It was first performed in Cairo in 1871.  Overview:  Aida, an Ethiopian 
princess, is captured and brought into slavery in Egypt. A military commander, Radames, struggles to 
choose between his love for her and his loyalty to the Pharaoh.  To complicate the story further, 
Radames is loved by the Pharaoh's daughter Amneris, although he does not return her feelings. 

Page 23
Candid Camera, Allen Funt:  is a hidden camera television series created and hosted by Allen Funt 
which began in 1948.  The premise of the show involved concealed cameras filming ordinary people 
being confronted with unusual situations, sometimes involving trick props, such as a desk with drawers 
that pop open when one is closed or a car with a hidden extra gas tank. When the joke was revealed, 
victims would be told the show's catch phrase, “Smile, you're on Candid Camera.”

Page 26
Peyton Place:  is a 1956 novel.  The main plot follows the lives of three women—lonely and repressed 
Constance MacKenzie; her illegitimate daughter Allison; and her employee Selena Cross, a girl from 
"across the tracks”.  The novel describes how they come to terms with their identity as women and 
sexual beings in a small New England town. Hypocrisy, social inequities, and class privilege are 
recurring themes in a tale that includes incest, abortion, adultery, lust, and murder.  A film adaptation 
was released in 1957.  "Peyton Place" has become an expression to describe a place whose inhabitants 
have sordid secrets.   



Page 27
The Madison:  is a dance popular in the late 1950s to mid 1960s.  The local popularity of the dance 
and record in Baltimore, MD came to the attention of the producers of The Buddy Deane Show in 1960. 
Picked up by dance shows across the country, it became widely popular.

The Madison is a line dance that features a regular back-and-forth pattern interspersed with called 
steps. Its popularity inspired dance teams and competitions, as well as various recordings, and today it 
is still sometimes performed as a nostalgic dance. 

Page 29
Jackie Gleason:  (1916 – 1987) was an American comedian, actor and musician. He was known for his 

brash visual and verbal comedy style, especially by his character 
Ralph Kramden on The Honeymooners,  a situation-comedy 
television series . His most noted film role was as Minnesota Fats 
in the film The Hustler starring Paul Newman.  

When Ralph Kramden was in serious trouble and had difficulties 
thinking what he should say next, he would resort to saying, 
"Hommina, hommina..."

Buster Browns:  a footwear company created in St. Louis in 1893.  Since 1904, its mascots have been 
cartoon character Buster Brown and his dog Tige.   In the 1940s and 50s 
the company made a brief foray into the comic book publishing industry, 
producing Buster Brown Comics.   

Page 31
Kruschev:  (1894 – 1971) led the Soviet Union during the Cold War.  He served as First Secretary of 

the Communist Party of the Soviet Union from 1953 to 1964, and as Chairman 
of the Council of Ministers, or Premier, from 1958 to 1964.  His shoe-banging 
incident happened during the 902nd Plenary Meeting of the UN General 
Assembly held in New York in 1960 when the infuriated leader pounded his 
shoe on his delegate-desk. 



Page 33
Metrecal:  a diet drink introduced in the 1960's.  Some original commercials for Metrecal:

http://www.yourememberthat.com/media/6319/TV_Commercial_for_Metrecal__the_First_Diet_Drink/

http://www.archive.org/details/ClassicCommercialMetrecalDietDrink1965

Page 35
“and Liz, she has her Dick”:  refers to Actress/Actor couple Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton. 

Their romance began while filming Cleopatra, released in 1963.  It 
received much attention from the tabloid press, as both were 
married to other spouses at the time.  

  

“Frankie Avalon has his favorite Mouseketeer”:  refers to Annette Funicello, one of the original 
Mouseketeers in The Mickey Mouse Club.  They starred in a number 
of popular "beach" comedy movies together during the 1960s. The 
wholesome and romantic coupling of "Frankie and Annette" in 
summer movies became iconic figures in American films during that 
era. 

Page 37
Lassie:  is an Emmy Award-winning television series that follows the adventures of a female collie 

named Lassie and her companions, human and animal. The show was televised 
from 1954 to 1973. One of the longest running dramatic series on television, the 
show chalked up seventeen seasons on CBS. Initially filmed in black and white, 
the show transitioned to color during the 1960s. 

  
  

http://www.archive.org/details/ClassicCommercialMetrecalDietDrink1965


Page 38
Pinko:  is a derogatory term for a person regarded as sympathetic to communism, though not 
necessarily a Communist Party member. The term has its origins in the notion that pink is a lighter 
shade of red, the color associated with communism; thus pink could be thought of as a "lighter form of 
communism". 

Mange:  is a class of persistent contagious skin diseases caused by parasitic mites.  These mites embed 
themselves either in hair follicles or skin.  They generally infest domestic animals and even humans. 

Sammy Davis:  (1925 - 1990) was an American entertainer.  Primarily a dancer and singer, Davis was 
a childhood vaudevillian, and became known for his performances on Broadway 
and in Las Vegas, as a recording artist, television and film star, and the only 
black member of Frank Sinatra's “Rat Pack”. 

Scuffies:  Slippers worn inside.  

Supp hose:   or support stockings are made of elastic material, which compress the legs. This 
constriction helps lower the amount of stress on the blood vessels. 

Page 39
“mistakes of Miss Debbie Reynolds”:  When Debbie Reynolds, actress, singer and all-American girl 

next door, married crooner Eddie Fisher, who was then rivaling 
Frank Sinatra in popularity, it was the show business wedding of 
1955. 

But two years later, the dream was shattered. Lonely at home, 
while Eddie was away on tour, she telephoned her best friend 
Elizabeth Taylor at her hotel for a chat.  To her great shock, Fisher 
answered.  Fisher divorced Reynolds and married Taylor soon 
after.    



Page 40
Gabor sisters:  are three famous Hungarian actresses/socialites:  Magda, Zsa Zsa, and Eva.  Their 

claim to fame, perhaps beyond their acting careers, is that of serial 
matrimony:  They have been married six, eight (or nine; one 
marriage was illegal), and five times, respectively. British actor 
George Sanders was married first to Zsa Zsa and later to Magda.

Mamie Eisenhower:  A very popular First Lady, Mamie Eisenhower regularly appeared on the "Most 
Admired Women" list until her death. She was the essence of femininity and the 
ideal of American womanhood in the 1950s, determined to project a youthful and 
stylish image despite being a grandmother in her fifties. American women loved 
her because they identified with her.  Her famous bangs, styled by Elizabeth 
Arden in Paris, completed what became the "Mamie Look," a modified version of 
the revolutionary, postwar "New Look."

Page 44
Lollobrigida:  Gina Lollobrigida (born 4 July 1927) is an Italian actress and photojournalist.  She was 

one of Italy's most prominent actresses of the 1950s and early 1960s. 

   



Page 50
Teen Angel:  is a teenage tragedy song written in 1959. As a one-hit wonder, it reached number one on 
the U.S. Billboard Hot 100.  Because of its rather taboo subject matter at the time, Teen Angel was one 
of the first songs of the '60s to attract controversy, and was banned by many radio stations for being 
morbid.  The song is about a girl who is out on a ride with her boyfriend. Their car is stalled on a 
railroad track when he pulls her to safety. But when she runs back, she gets hit by a train. When they 
find her body, the narrator's high school class ring is in her hand, apparently the reason that she ran 
back. The last verse ends with the lyrics: "I'll never kiss your lips again/ They buried you today." The 
final time in the coda demands that the Teen Angel: "Answer me, Please?" 

Page 55
Mayor of Baltimore:  Joseph Harold Grady (February 27, 1917 – January 9, 2002) was a judge and 
the democratic mayor of Baltimore from 1959 to 1962.  Prior to running for mayor, he was an FBI 
agent and state's attorney for Baltimore city.

Governor of Maryland:  John Millard Tawes (May 8, 1894 – June 25, 1979), a member of the 
Democratic Party, was the 54th Governor of Maryland  from 1959 to 1967. He 
remains the only Marylander to be elected to the three positions of State Treasurer, 
Comptroller, and Governor.   

Page 58
Rosa Parks:  was an African American civil rights activist whom the U.S. Congress later called the 

"Mother of the Modern-Day Civil Rights Movement”.  On 
December 1, 1955 in Montgomery, Alabama, Parks, age 42, refused 
to obey bus driver's order that she give up her seat to make room for 
a white passenger. Parks' act of defiance became an important 
symbol of the modern Civil Rights Movement and Parks became an 
international icon of resistance to racial segregation.  She organized 
and collaborated with civil rights leaders, including boycott leader 
Martin Luther King, Jr., helping to launch him to national 
prominence in the civil rights movement.

Page 60
Eddie Fisher:  See entry for “mistakes of Miss Debbie Reynolds” above.  



Page 68
Kugel:  is a baked Jewish pudding or casserole, similar to a pie, most commonly made from egg 

noodles or potatoes, though at times made of apples, spinach, broccoli, 
cranberry, or sweet potato. 

Page 69
Souse:  a drunkard.  

Page 71
Suffragette:  is a term sometimes used for a woman active in the woman suffrage movement in the 

early 20th century.  Suffrage refers to the right to vote.  

Bonzo:  John Henry "Bonzo" Bonham (31 May 1948 – 25 September 1980) was an English drummer 
and songwriter, best known as the drummer of Led Zeppelin. 
Bonham was esteemed for his speed, power, fast right foot, 
distinctive sound, and "feel" for the groove.  He is considered to be 
one of the greatest drummers in the history of rock music by other 
musicians and commentators in the industry.  This reference is an 
anachronism as Bonham was in high school in 1962 and Led 
Zeppelin wasn't formed until the last 1960's. 

Page 74
Rube Goldberg:  A Rube Goldberg machine is a deliberately over-engineered machine that performs a 

very simple task in a very complex fashion, usually 
including a chain reaction. The expression is named after 
American cartoonist and inventor Rube Goldberg.  



Page 75
McCall's:  The McCall Pattern Company founded in 1870, is a privately-owned, worldwide company 

that designs, manufactures, markets, distributes and sells sewing patterns and 
instructions for women's, men's and children's fashions, accessories, costumes, 
crafts and home décor.  

“half filled book of green stamps”:  'S&H Green Stamps' (also called Green Shield Stamps) were a 
form of trading stamps popular in the United States from the 1930s until the 
late 1980s.  During the 1960s, the rewards catalog printed by the company was 
the largest publication in the United States and the company issued three times 
as many stamps as the U.S. Postal Service.  Customers would receive stamps 
at the checkout counter of supermarkets, department stores, and gas stations, 
which could be redeemed for products in the catalog.

Page 76
Castro:  Fidel Castro (born August 13, 1926) was one of the primary leaders of the Cuban Revolution. 

He organized and facilitated an invasion of Cuba to overthrow the 
U.S.-backed dictatorship of Batista's government, which began in 
December 1956.   Shortly after he became  the Prime Minister of 
Cuba from February 1959 to December 1976, and then the 
President of the Council of State of Cuba until his resignation from 
the office in February 2008. He currently serves as First Secretary 
of the Communist Party of Cuba, a position he has held since its 
inception in 1965. 

Ripple:   was an inexpensive fortified wine produced by E & J Gallo Winery that was popular in the 
U.S., particularly in the 1970s. Due to its high alcohol content and low price, it had a reputation as a 
drink for alcoholics and the destitute. 



Page 77
Geritol:  Geritol is a brand name for several vitamin complexes plus iron in both liquid form and 

tablets.  The name conveys a connection with aging, as in “geriatic.” The 
product has been promoted from almost the beginning of the mass media era 
as a cure for “iron-poor tired blood”. In the early 20th century, some doctors 
felt that much of the tiredness often associated with old age was due to iron 
deficiency anemia.

Glenn Miller:  (born March 1, 1904 – went missing December 15, 1944), was an American jazz 
musician, arranger, composer, and bandleader in the swing era.  He 
was one of the best-selling recording artists from 1939 to 1943, leading 
one of the best known “Big bands”.

Chubby Checker:  is an American singer-songwriter best known for popularizing the The Twist with 
his 1960 hit song.  



Page 78
Hindenburg disaster:  took place on Thursday, May 6, 1937, as the German passenger airship caught 

fire and was destroyed as it was attempting to dock at the 
Lakehurst Naval Air Station, which is located adjacent to the 
borough of Lakehurst, New Jersey.  Of the 97 people on board, 35 
people died in addition to one fatality on the ground. The disaster 
was the subject of spectacular newsreel coverage, photographs, and 
eyewitness reports from the landing field.  The actual cause of the 
fire remains unknown, although a variety of theories have been put 
forward for both the cause of ignition and the initial fuel for the 
ensuing fire.

Page 80
palooka:  slang for a stupid or clumsy person.  

Page 81
“To lose thee were to lose myself”:  This is a quote from Milton's Paradise Lost.  The full quote reads: 
For what thou art is mine:
Our state cannot be sever'd; we are one,
One flesh; to lose thee were to lose myself. 

Page 82
Bromo:  is an antacid used to relieve pain occurring together with heartburn, upset stomach, or acid 
indigestion.  Originally produced by Emerson Drug Company of Baltimore, Bromo-Seltzer is sold in 
the form of effervescent granules which must be mixed with water before ingestion.   

Perry Como:  was an Italian American singer and television personality.  "Mr. C", as he was 
nicknamed, sold millions of records for RCA and pioneered a weekly 
musical variety television show in the early 50's, which set the standards for 
the genre and proved to be one of the most successful in television history. 
His combined success on television and popular recordings was not matched 
by any other artist of the time. 



Page 84
“Doris Day at The Apollo”:  The Apollo Theater in NYC is one of the most famous music halls in the 

U.S., and the most famous club associated almost 
exclusively with African-American performers.  The 
theater is located in Harlem, one of the United States' 
most historically significant traditionally black 
neighborhoods.
Doris Day is an American actress and singer.  The 
reference refers to what a mismatch it would have been if 
Day, a white performer, had performed at the mainly 
black venue.  

Page 87
Eva Marie Saint:  is a U.S. actress who has starred in films, on Broadway, and on television in a 

career spanning seven decades. Saint won an Oscar for Best Supporting 
Actress for her performance in On the Waterfront (1954), and later starred in 
Hitchcock's classic thriller North by Northwest (1959). She received a Golden 
Globe nominations for A Hatful of Rain (1957).  

Page 90
Oh-fay:  Ofay is a derogatory slang for a white person.  

Page 102
Essex Community College:  an actual college located in Baltimore.  


